BENTON HARBOR

3 arrested at Klock

Protesters were trying to stop workers from clearing land for Harbor Shores
By KEVIN ALLEN

BENTON HARBOR — Police arrested three protest​ers Monday for trying to stop workers from clearing land in Jean Klock Park for the Harbor Shores development. The crews began work Monday on part of a new road and parking area at the foot of the Lake Michigan side of the park’s sand dunes, said Bob McFeeter, director of development for Ever​green Development Co. Crews will also start refur​bishing the park’s bathhouse sometime in the next two weeks, McFeeter said.
Benton Harbor City Man​ager Richard Marsh said Harbor Shores has every right to begin construction in the park, and all the city commissioners were in​formed that work in the park would begin Monday.
“Nobody’s going to be ir​responsible about that kind of stuff – Harbor Shores wouldn’t, we wouldn’t,” Marsh said.
In June, the Benton Har​bor City Commission agreed to lease 22 acres of the 73​acre park to Harbor Shores to build three holes of a Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course. Part of the agree​ment is that Harbor Shores will pay for park mainte​nance and improvements, including a new beach ac​cess road and parking area.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Michigan Depart​ment of Natural Resources and National Park Service also have given developers permission to build in the park.
City Commissioner Juani​ta Henry said she was only informed that work would begin on the bathhouse, not on the new road and parking area.
“Transparency is the issue here,” Henry said, adding that citizens have been ask​ing city officials about the construction schedule and have not received answers.
The three people arrested are Benton Township resi​dent Scott Elliott, Benton Harbor resident Nicole Moon and Benton Township resi​dent Bette Pierman. Elliott and Moon are two of the seven plaintiffs in a federal lawsuit pending against Ben​ton Harbor, the Michigan Department of Natural Re​sources and the National Park Service for allegedly violating environmental laws in the process of approving Harbor Shores’ lease of Jean Klock Park.
“I was telling them, ‘Please don’t get arrested.’ But they’re adamant about sav​ing those trees,” Henry said.
Benton Harbor Police Chief Al Mingo said the pro​testers were booked for in​vestigation of disorderly conduct and failing to obey a police order.
Mingo said the protesters were standing in the way of bulldozers to prevent them from knocking down some old cottonwood trees along the beach.
A handful of other citizens were at the park to support the protesters.
“Citizens of Benton Har​bor being arrested in their own park by city police,” city resident Mary Carter said in disgust. “This is supposed to be our park.”
James Duncan, another plaintiff in the federal lawsuit, said he was proud of the protesters. “They were fighting for a beach that belongs to the whole city.”
Gretchen Klyczek, a Benton Town​ship resident, was visiting Jean Klock Park on Monday afternoon and was sur​prised to see protesters there. She said she visits the park three times a day and supports Harbor Shores and its plan for the park.
“It’s wonderful for Benton Harbor, and, fortunately, I think that’s the opin​ion of more than 90 percent of the com​munity,” Klyczek said. “Benton Harbor deserves this chance.”
Harbor Shores is planned to stretch across 530 acres in Benton Harbor, Benton Township and St. Joseph and stimulate hundreds of millions of dol​lars in development, including hotels, marinas and hundreds of houses. The main drawing card is golf course de​signed to offer golfers views of Lake Michigan from the holes to be built in Jean Klock Park.
Harbor Shores Community Redevel​opment is a nonprofit consortium of the Alliance for World-Class Communities, Cornerstone Alliance and Whirlpool Foundation, so any profits realized from the project will be reinvested in com​munity programs for causes such as lit​eracy, job preparation and homeowner​ship.
“The goal is to move Benton Harbor forward,” Marsh said, adding that a small handful of people are trying to prevent progress in the city.
He said construction in the park would have begun a long time ago if protesters like those arrested Monday had not delayed the development so much.
Two lawsuits filed by local citizen groups have hampered Harbor Shores. Developers announced Sept. 11 that the three holes in Jean Klock Park will not be finished next summer as planned. In​stead, developers will have to wait until 2010 to open the full 18-hole course.
“Anything negative they can stir up, that’s what they’re trying to do,” Marsh said. “They don’t want to see anything new in that town.”
He said people can still use the park and the beach during construction, and the city is continuing to plan functions in the park for next summer. 
Contact Kevin Allen at kallen@TheH-P.com.
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Protester Scott Elliott was arrested Monday at Jean Klock Park in Benton Harbor for disorderly conduct and failure to obey a police order. On the left is Sgt. Joel Deenik of the Benton Harbor Police Department.
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